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TIMES 


BEING 


A Faithful Exhortation and Warning to all 
Friends, who profeſs the Truth, to beware of 
the manifold Wiles of the Enemy , and to 

. ſtand Armed inthe Light of the Lord God 

of Heaven and Earth, "againſt his Aflaults, 
that ſo they may be ready co anſwer the Call 
and Requirings of the Lord, 


ALSO, 


Fome thing fignified of the Miſery of the Succeeding Times, that all 


may be-prepared, and that the Evil Day may not overtake any zt 
_ unawares, = fach as turn avay their Earfrom Counſel. 
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Ep fle to Friends, 


' Concerning the-PxESENT and SuccgeptxG 


TIMES. 


Dear Friends, 
O U-whom the-Lord hath: reached unto -in this the day of 
his Love, and hath made known the way of Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs unto you, through the raiſing up of that holy, li- 
vinsWitneſs of himſelf,that long lay hid and buriedin you, 
and hath brought you to a ſecret feeling of ſomething in you, that is 
worth the minding and regarding ; and the Lord cauſing this to appear 
in the day of your ſeeking, as a Light, diſcovering Darkneſs, and its 
paver,by which ye were ny holden, and given you, by his Spirit, 
a ſenſe and ſecret hope, that in this Light, the way of Deliverance was 
to be attained unto ; this hope made you not aſhamed of the /zghe _ 
before you hated, but you came to own & embrace it,even while others 
fill hated ir, and you for its ſake ; yet your hearts being affeRed with 
the hope that did appear therein, could not but ſo far joyn unto it, as 
tomake publick profeſſion of it for its own ſake ; and for no other ends 
or deſigns, or intereſt at all, but with reſolution in that Light, to wait 
for the Salvation of God, Dear Friends, it is you afore-mentioned 
that both nov,and for ſome dayes and weeks,my heart hath been deep- 
ly exerciſed concerning,even-night and day; and the aboundings of the 
Fathzrs love doth often overcome me, and draws me forth now to ſay 
ard \vrite theſe things unto you for your admonition and eſtabliſhment; 
and indeed it is you who did thus rightly own the Way of Truth, and 
kney your b2lieving to be the gift and ».rcyof God to your ſouls, that 
I do aim at; for thoſe that have taken up the profeſſion of the precious 
Truth vpan by reſpeRs and finifter enls,and but for reaſons pepenns- 
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edin their carnal minds ; though I dopitty them yet Thave not much 
at this time to ſay to them, but this, The day ſhall declare thew, and 
their garments ſhall nt bide them, | ' 

Bur you, Oh my Friends, who had fellowſhip with us, in thedeey. 
travels of our beginnings , and did come to Truth the ſame way,. 
ang have known the power and virtue of'it, marly times overcoming 
you in your inward man, which hath made you cry'out, Lord evermure 

ive w of this Bread ; and hath made you as a Watred Garden: 

b Friends, boiv ſhall I expreſs or fignifie unto you thoſe longing, 
thoſe. ardent deſires and earne(t breathings of my Soul, that you, even 
you,might abrde to the end of all Tryals, and Tribulation, and Adver. 
' fities ; and might i6herit that Crown of Immortality, that isin Chit 
Jeſus our Lard, and might not by any means be bereft thereof ; this is 
fingly my travel in Body and Spirit, .that you might be kept and pre. 
ſerved out of all the ſubtile ſwares-of the wicked one, which bunts for 
the Soul; even of thoſe that have believed ; And therefore in dear and 
tender love, I have a ferv things to write unto you for the clearing of 
my Conſcience; and diſcharging my duty in the fight, of the Lord;and 
the Lord give you all a tender and an underſtanding heart, thit both 
you and I may yet have cauſe daily to praiſe the Lord in the Gloticus 
Light of bis Salvation, which he hath manifeſted amongſt ug, by the re- 
vealing his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to vhom belongs Dominion, Hihour and 
Glory for ever, eAmen, 

And firſt, dear Friends, itis in my heart to put you in remembrance 
of that by which we were called and convinced, which as a foundation 
Principle was laid in and among you, and it being unchangeable and: 
unalterable in itſelf, doth therefore admit of no alteration or change . 
in thoſe that are nightly kept to it. | 

It was a Light which aroſe in our hearts,and ſhined forth from God, . 
the Father of Lights, carrying in its appearance the nature and pro-- 
perty of God, both in its condemning evil, which the Enemy had ſown 
or planted inus; and owning, allowing, and juſtifying every thing 
that was good and honeſt, juſtand equal ; even thoſe thoughts in our 
hearts which were of turning towards the Loxd, and ſeeking his righte- 
oalneſs ; theſe thoughts were juſtified and encouraged by the Light, 
andall the contrary diſcovered and judged, as they were brought to 
it-t6 be tryed, Now this Light did our Souls rejoyce in, .asthey had 
200d cauſe, though 1t took away our for:ner-rejoycings z our pleaſures 
in vanities and iniquity died, ourglory in this world withered, our 
friendſhip with the Sons of men decayed, and we ſtood in the Light, 
and ſayy all theſe things, and were not ſorry at it, but- waited daily to - 


(s) 
ſee theſe things more and more bronghe to paſs,neither was there a per= 
mitting our thoughts to go out, how we might prevent thoſe damages, 


or repair theſe loſſes, but the Croſs of Chriſt was indeed our glorying 
ot rejoycing ; and the hope that vas before us, did make-us deſpiſe the 
pleaſures, treaſures and bonours,friendſhip and delights of this world ; 
and in thoſe dayes you grew into a feeling of the Heavenly Joy, where 
the hundred-fold was witneſſed in your Boſoms, and the zeal of the 
Lord was kindled by his own Spirit in you, againſt whatſoever this 
Light of Jeſus in the Conſcience did witneſs againſt ; and the Lord 

zheld your integrity, and bleſſed you, and multiplyed you, and added 
to your irength and ſtature, and then' did the fruits of this glorious 
work abound among you, in thiee more general and ſpecial effects ; by 
waich effes, or by their continuatice among you, let all now come to 
ſearch and try themſelves, that ſo, dear Friends, thoſe that bave conti- 
nued faithful in them all,mzy perſevere in ltke manner to the end:and 
thoſe, who upon true ſearch do find, that they have failed, and fallen 
ſhort in alkor any of them, may make haſte to repent, and to turn to 
that which was the root of them all, thit they may not be found, as 
fruitleſs and withered branches, in the day that cometh, leſt they be cur 
off and utterly conſumed and blotted out from among the living Bran- 
ches of the Vine ; for-a day cometh that Truth will looktntothe Fig- 
Tree for Pruit, .and Leaves will not defend it from the Curſe and 


Blaſting, 


The three eſpecial fruits that did ſpringforth from this bleſſed root; - 
and were and are to continue, and increaſe in us, and amongſt us to 


the end, are theſe. 


1; Purity, manifeſted in a godly Converſation. | 
2. Unityy manifeſted in dear and tender Love one towards ano-- 


ther, 


3. Faitfuleſs 


ſtimony to the 
to great loſs and ſufferings. 
And againſt all theſe doth the wicked one appear to ſee if he can make - 


UY 


manifeſted in bearing 2 conſtant and fairhfalt Te- 
s we hadreceived and believed, though it were un- 


. you barren concerning them, and that with divers wiles and ſubtilties, 


that he may prevail on you, and not be knoyn to be the*Enemy, bur 
might ſo overcome you,as that } 

plead for him and his ſnares an 
dent, convenient, &c. But, Oh dear Friends, let attbz watchful and 
diligent towait inthe ſence and true feeling of that Seed that never 
fell nor was beguiled ; and you will (everthe leaſt of you) ſee and 
comprehend his workings and transformipgs;” and be delivered. from” 


them, - 


ou might both ſubmit to him,and then * 
wiles, as being juſt, right, lawful, pru- 


3, *Parity : 
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1. Puriy and Holineſs was T fmitio you which doth yet flonrich in 
many (bleſſed be the Lord) . who are as watchfnl and careful to approve 
themſelves 1n obedience\to the Light of Truth in their inward parts, ag 
ever;& finds as great a necelſity both of trying 8 judging with its judg- 
ment as eyer ; theſe having thus waited, have renewed their firength 
unto this very day, and do mount up as upomthe Wings of an Eagle ,. 
theſe are neither weaty in nunoing, nor faint they-1n their walking ; 
But alas, Friends,even theſe do knoiv with how great and.manifold af- 
ſzulcs they have been aſlaulted, and know and ſee with ſarrow of heat 
how the afjault hath prevailed upon ſome, by working inta the mind a 
ſecret Liberty, ard ſuppoſed enlargedneſs, whereby a careleſneſs hath 
entered ſome, and they having nokeeper, but the meaſure of Light re- 
vealed in their hearts and conliciences, (© ſoon as they came to be per- 
ſwaded to ſight the reproofs of that,they ſoon erred; and this ſuppoſed 
Liberty entered, that pow, after (o many years ſtritneſs and cucum-, 
ſpe&ion,they ſhould not need now to land (o Rraitly to try things and 
words as at firſt, becauſe now, aday of more Liberty, was come ; and 
this Liberty ſecretly prevailed againſt that pure fear that-once was pla- 
ced in their hearts, and againſt the very obedience of Truth, inwardly 
10 the ſubjeRion of the mind, and then it became manifelt outwardly 
the aRions ſometimes blame-worthy, the words and ſpeech again cor-. 
rupted,arid run intothe old channel af the World, like them again,and 
the ſingle pure Language, learned in the Light, in the time of their 
poverty and kmplicity, almoſt loſt and forgotten, and fo the work of 
God, Which he wrought, .in.a.manner laid waſte. and then, .,when this 
Liberty is entred, and made uſe of as aforeſaid, oftentimes a ſecr2t 
ſubtilty atiſeth againſt the judgment of Truth, either from within, or 
from any cutwardly, that are-grieyed With this looſe and careleſs kind 
of ſpeaking or ating, which ſubtilly leads to contend for 1t, or againſt 
the judgment, telling the Creature, why theſe things are but ſmall 
things,and little things,and what, we muſt not train at.a Gnar,and (uch 
like, . On my Friends, beivare of theſe evil ſuggeſiionsof the wicked 
One; How came they to be ſmall and little things, ſeeing they were 
oreat things with us in the beginning ? And how comes an offence of 
this nature to bz light now, ſeeing 1t was heavy in the.beginning ? On 
1:t not the greateſt Mercies of cur God ſo fillus, as to make us light 
ot forget the lealt ob:dience; but rather letthe continuance of his mer- 
cy thz more.quicken you up unto a Zzal for his Name and Truth inall 
things, to be found doing and (peaktng according to the Rule of Righ- 
t2ouineſs, which ys learned in the Light, inthe day of your being lov 
and little, and then notaing vv1.l riſe up and bz exalted 19 the multi- 
tude 
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tade of Gods mercies, but that wiſe vhich lives in purity when it 
is at higheſt; and ſo thit life of Righteouſneſs will ſhine forth more 
and more, Which glorifies God and ſeeks his honour, Dear Friends, 
that ye might be ſo kept unto'the end, inthe breathing and travel of my 
ſoul : and that where this negle& hath entred, and this aforeſaid cor- 
ruption either in fpech or a@ton is to be found, that ye would receive 
the Word of Exortition in meekneſs and fear, in which it is written 
unto you,and may redeem the time, for the dayes are and ſhall be evil; 
and none Will hold the myſtery of the Faith ( that ſaves from falling in 
the evil day) but ſuch-as,fo keep the pure and undefiled Conſcience, 
which none'can do but'by perſitting and continuing in the daily ſant- 
fication of the Spirit, atd belief and obedience of the Truth. 

A ſecond”Fruit that was brought forth from this $ood Root, was 
#nity and Love one towards another ; which, blefled be the Lord, is 
preciouſly'preſervedin and among many to this very day : whoate fo 
jenſible of the divers operations of Truth in them,to be all by one Spi- 
rit, that they are ſtill kept of one heart and mind, given up freely to 
ſerve the Lord in fingleneſs of heart in their generation; and are in this 
000d Work as ſtrengrhners and enchuragers of onEanother ; but not- 
withllanding the enemy bath been exceeding buhe to lay waſte and de» 
Rroy this blefledeffeR alſo, and that under divers pretences, which 
the: LordRtilÞ diſcoveted by his 6wn Light and Spirit in his People, 
who have finzly waited oponr himjbur many hive been bis wiles, ſome= 
times firting and preparing veffels to riſe up it the fleſhly and ſenſual 
wiſdom, & to traduce & bring in cotrupt and evildoctrines,to try who 
were not ſound in the Faith; that they may draw them afide into a heat 
and zeal for ſomething which had nor its root in the Truth, and which 
they that abode in the -Ttuth could: not own, but judge and condemn 
in the Pre e the Lord ; which when ſuch ſaw, they tbok thereat oc« 
cafion of Rttivinig*to' propagate and promote that which they ſaw With- 
ſtood ; ſo having Toſt ſubjeQtion to the Spirit of Truth in themſelves, 
which would have kept"thern in Unity inthe Body; and having alſo 
loſt and laid by 'their ſubjeRion to them that were over them in the 
Lord, _— Srew Rtubborn and wilful, and proceeded in more 22al 
for that which Rood jg oppoſition to the Ttuth,* than ever they did for 
the Troth ir ſetfzand theſe ſometimes have prevailed to the ſubverting - 
whole tiouſholds, and have turned ſeveral from the Faith and impli- 
City that'is in the Goſpel, who, as well as thoſe that ſubverted them, 
have loſt the feftow(Hip of the Sdints;and theſavour of Life either in 
themſelves otrothers, 'and then the Enemy petſwaded them, all are 
dead to the Life burthemfelves; "and ſorhey grow to-havea tickling 
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+ joy in whatthey Go and ſay, in obedience-to that perverſe a0d Fngular 
pitvnte Spirit, . and ſo ow ahem ſpeak. evil of Digniucs, and are vn- 
zuly, and dare to ſpeak againft Heaven, and them that dwell and inha- 
bit init, Whom God makes to ſhine as Stars in the Firmament of his 
Power ; but alas for them, my Soul pitcies them; when I ſee how they 
jport cheraſelves with their own deceivings, bur the Day of the Loxdis 
anong his People, which hath and doth make them and theirſpitic.ma- 
nifeſt, and their fruits alſo have made them manifeſt, 

Another way that the Enemy ſeeks to break the Unity, and diflolve 
the bond of Amity, is, by ſowing a ſeed of ;Jealoufie and prejudice in 
the hearts of ſuch in whom he can get an entrance, that ſo they may 
ceale from ihe true and unfeigned love, and that.upon a pretended rea- 
ſon, becauſe of this or that, which is ſuppoſed or imagined, in the 
evil part in themſelves againſt others; givingheed to evil thoughts and 
ſurniſes, waich break forth many times in whiſperings and tale-bear- 
ing : which though the thing ſuppoſed to be evil, were really (0, Yet 
this 1s not to be allowed or given way to among you, but to uſe plain- 
neſs one towards another, and lingle-heartedneſs ; and to ſhut out the 
evil one in this his ſubtile appearance alſo. Oh dear Friends, remem- 
ber how the. Lord hath dealt with you, and deal you (o one by another; 
he hath not ſought occaſions againſt you, but hath long-born and fuffet- 
ed, and exerciled much patience and tenderneſs towards you ; yet 
plainly reproving the evil in you, and not treaſuring it up againſt you, 
Oh Friends, be like-minded one towards another, that the Enemy 
of your pzace and concord may be defeated, and you preſerycd entite 
to one Head,even to Chrift Jeſus ; and ye may be one, and the Name 
of the Lord may be one among you ; and that which tends to the ma- 
king cold your Love, may be judged in all ; and ſo Brotherly-Love witl 
continue with you tothe end, FI 

Another way which the- Enemy works to ſcatter and to bring from 
this Unity, is, by leading ſome who have believed, into ſome fin and 
iniquity, which the Body that are in the Truth, are conftrained to ap- 
pzar in judgment agaioR for the Truchs ſake:; and yet notwithſtanding 
the party ſo inning, being above the. Witneſs in themſelves, which 
would bring chem-to.own-the judgement of thy Spirizof Chriſt in his 
Church, they exalt themſelves above the judgment,andſeek to gain to 
them,ſuch whom they can enter by their words and complaints to rake 
part with them again{ the judgment and thoſe that paſſed it, Such wete 
thoſe whoſe words did ga (the Apolile'ſaid ) #C ankrr ; of whom the 
Believets inthoſe daygs were-to beiawere + for commonly fuch.as have 
one from the Poiver, thatfhould hayerkept them clean! and _—_ 

: they 
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they will alſo turn 2g2inſt the'power im thoſe that abide in it, eſpecially 
if they Þ: drawn forth to reprove & rebuke them: but let all ſuch knovy, 
that's not the Way to be renewed ; and let all that rake part with any 
' that work iniquity, know, that they do but defile their oivn ſouls there- 

by,and do but rend themſelves from thatBody,which they canno: pro- 
ſper out of, And therefore, dear Friends, beivare of joyning with that 
in your ſelves or in others, which the Power goeth againR, let the pre- 
tences be hat it Will ; for that which doth evil, will alwayes be apteRR 
to ſow evil complainings of others ; and ſuch as are in the unſatisfied 
murmurings againſt judgement paſſed upon them, are much to be fear- 
ed, for they thereby render themſelves to be the more guilty, and yet 
the further from repentance. Bnt, dear Friends,\vatch unto that which 
oives you a living feeling of the-living Body, which is the Church, 
thatin all thines you may demean your ſelves as trae Members of it, 
ſerving one another tn Love,and ſubmirting your ſelves one unto ano- 
ther for the Lords rhe That in all plainneſs and fingleneſs, as be- 
coneth the Truth, you may ſeek to preſerve the Unity which the Ene- 
my of Truth and Peace doth envy : ſoſhall ye continue to trengthen 
one anothers hands in every £00d work,and this ſha{l trend to the weak- 
ening of the hands of your Enemies, who ſeek to — that they 
might rule over you. Many other dehgns doth the wicked One try,dai- 
ly to break and divide, more then can now be named or here inſerted ; 
but they are all out of the Light, and if you be in it, you will ſee them, 
and that will preſerve you : for its one,and 1d make uFone, and will 
keep us to be of one heart and mind to the end, if weabide in it, 

3- The third good effe& which Truth did work in the beginning in 
them who did truly receive it, Was Zeal and Fa'thfulneſs to God in 
the bearing teſtimony to what was manifeſt, though through great ſuf- 
ferings; in which, as Friends abide in the Root, they do daily en- 
creaſe in power, to fulfill: the ſame Teſtimony : for the Mercy of the 
Lord doth engage them ; and his anſwer of peace, in the midſt of 
their tryals, doth arm them and encour2ge them, and they do hold out 
tothe end ; and for ſich the Lord hath alvayes made away, better than 
they could have made for themſelves. Yet the Enemy hath in this mat- 


ter alſo been very buhe, & hath prevailed with ſome under divers con=, 


fiderations, or rather conſultations, which he hath propounded unto 
them, Bur, oh Frignds, be ye all watcbful,-and take heed leſt any of 
the teſtimonies of Truth be 1ajd waſte; for that which leads to be weary 
of bearing witneſs to the Truth, 4nd to lay it waſte, the ſame will lay 


thee vaſte,andbring thee into ſuch a Rate, as thow wilt want the Truth 
EI B to 
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to -bear witneſs'for thee ; and- though, it be hard for fleſh and blogg 
(which hath no kingdom but here) to fall into-the hands of unreaſong. 
ble men ; yetit is a more fearful. thing to fall into the hands of the 
livirg God, ; and therefore letall. luke- warm-ones,. who are neither 
hot nor cold, be now awakened, and all that have gone. backwards be 
warned to returs to their Firſt Lovezelſe the Lord will come againſt them, 
and the day haſtens that will drvide ſuch thiir portion among hypocrites,ex. 
cept they repent, 

But to touch at ſome of. the Reaſons or Arguments, ,which he that 
abode not in the Truth himſelf, uſeth-to draw others into- this kind of 
treacherous backſliding : 

Firſt,, He appeats to ſome :to per{wade them, Thattheir former te. 
Rtimony was born morefrom 2n imitation of others, thanfrom a work 
of the pover of God.in themſelves ; and that nov, they not finding the 
thing required ofthem, they may leave of theic telimonies, or may dg 
ſuch things as they have denyed formerly ; this ſnare doth the. Enemy 
make uſe of in theſe dayes. But mark who-it is that he hath canght with 
it ; none but ſuch who ſometimes were loayyin their min« $,and dare not 
grave the Spirit of God in themſelves, nor others, . but for the Truth- 
ſake could give up aſl things rather than their Teſtimony ; but in time 
growing careleſs, and looſe in waiting, loſt that ſubje ate, and grew 
high and exalted in their minds, above the Croſs that ſhould have cry. 
cified the betraying wiſdom 5 and ſo having loſt the true exerciſe cf the 
Power, and.che feeling of rhe excellency and worth of the Truth, they 
knew not the requirings cf the Lord; and.the earthly.mind got up,that 
placed a.greater eſteem upon earthly things, then upon things that are 
Eternal ; andſo things that once thou offeredſt up to God, thou take 
again into thine ovn hand, and ſo xobbeſt the Lord, and groweſt care- 
ful about outward thing,as other Gentiles are;and to cover thy ſhame 
therein, the Enemy then tempts thee to bely the power that once 
wrought in thy. heart, and made thee afraid to at againſt the Light, or 
to.deny the Teſtimony for God in ſuch things as was manifelt, and 
then ſaiſt, thoy.didR it by immitation ; but thou ſhalt know thy.cover« 
ing.is too narrow in-the day-that haſteth upon thee, 

Another. Temptation that the Enemy preſenteth,is,that though thou 
/ art convinced what to do,-or.ivbat thou ſhouldeſt deny,. yet the tryals 
are ſo hard and-ſo many, and Perſecutors wax worſe and worſe, ſothat 
thou ſhalt not hold out to the end ;. and where he can get entrance 
with this bait,he preſently cauſeth an evil heart of unbelief and doubt- 
ing-to Wiſe, . Fhich takes away eve the ſtrength which the Logd did 

| | pl gLyE-- 


up  _—_— 


(xr) 
vive, 2nd (0 fecbleneſsdath enter the mind, "and aſpitit of bondage 
leads thee to fear again ; and then comes the diſpute in thy heart wh:- 
ther thou ſhalt Rand with thepower of God in the Obzdience,or whe- 
ther thou.(halt fall under that power that ariſeth againſt God, and his 

T:uth .and-People; and in this bate thou'baſt a ſbitle Enemy, 
vling many devices to betray thze; and a purtin thy felf, not yer more 
zhed,thatis ready ro ſay, Pitty thy ſelf, picty thy Wife;pitty thy Children, 
and pitty thy Relations ; Which it may be (om2times, are all as ſo many 
Inftruments of Satan coſeduce thee, and lead thee into darknefs, that 
thou maylt nor ſee fo great neceflity in thy bearing up thy Teflimony 
& indecd there is, nor fo 'great @ danger in the'contrary #$s indeed 
there 15, | 

Oa Friends, at fuch a jime as this, where is there'any help but in 
the Lord > Where can thou find a Saviour but” in that Lizht which 
gives todiftinguith of the ſeveral Voices? Now it is good for thee to 
remember that. if thou walk after the fleſh, thoumuſt ard ſhalt ſarely tie, 
ard with:r, 'In ch a time fize, fi:zecotne Lord, w:it in his dread ro 
feel thy Rrength but renewed. at the preſent, and take no- care for 
firength next month,next year,or next tryal'; for God us God\anlchany- 
e-h not, and will be the ſame ts thee in; ſeven tryals as in ſixgif thou [elizve 
and wait 0n him in uprightneſs; and therefore fear not man, but uuſtin 
the Lord all ye that have known and felt his power, andletnor in rhe 

Enemy of yaur ſouls by the door of carnal reaſoning; butkeep that ſhut ; 
and :acher conſider, hovv the Enemy makes thee as 2 tejoycing among 
his own Chiidren, and firengthens that hope-in them « their over- 
coming all others, as well as thee ; which hope is curſt, and ſhall be 
confounded : And confider that: if thou letreſt fall thy Teftiwony, 
« ..v.h *5 1 haſt once born for mae Lord, thou” makeft the hezrr of the 

$ (ad, and make(t 'their travel through that Teftim6ny the 

'1%:for them, by reaſon of thy encouraging their Adverſaries by the 
1ope aforeſaid, And whatever thou doſt, they muſt - go therow to the end, 
who will inherit the Crown of Immortality, 

- And again cobfider, . It may be that thy back-ſhkding, or cowardly 
drawing aivay the (ſhoulder, may prove a diſcouragement to others, and 
they may ſtumble in: thy (tumbling, and'fallwith thee, and never be 
ad'e toriſe, and ſo thou briog their blood alſo-upon thee, Oh remem- 
ber alſo, that Servant of the Lord, who could ſay, Pſal.119. 157, My 
Perſecutors are encreaſed,, but my heart dothinot decline thy Te ſtimonies, 
That was a noble Spirit hzcoming the Souldiers of Chriſt : yea, thmgh 
perſecuted, by: Princes, ashe- (aith, verſ, 261, - | 
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2at Friends, Let your minds be flirred up to be zealous for the 

Lord, in this the great day of Contraverlie with darkneſs and its pow. 
er. Who hath God to bear witneſs to his Name but you ? Among 
whom hath he made it known as among you? Who have given up them. 
ſzlves to the Lord as you have done 2 Well, Bleſſed are they that ker 
Covenant with the Lord, for they ſhall ſee bus. glory, 16"#f 

Qne more ſubtile ſnare'of the Enemy in this matter, is in my bears 
to mention, that1s this, Fiz, To perſwade thee for once, ſometimes 
to do that which the Light hath made manifeſt, with a purpoſe after= 
ward to be more faithful, Oh Friends, In the Name and Fear of the 
Lord,1I exhort and warn you all to take heed of this, for this will prove 
but a falſe confidence, thou wilt find this kind of going out of the guid. 
ance of Fruth,to bs a.dear out-going to thee ; for if ever thou doſt re. 
tuin, it Will be very hardly, and with bitter anguiſh of Soi, * Oh do 
not tempt the Loid on this wiſe, Leſt it doth prove impoſſible, upon thy 
ſouning willingly, to renew or reſtore thee again by Repentance ; thou wilt 
have thy Potrage, but wilt /oſe the Bleſſing,though:thow mayeſt ſeckit with 
rears ; for while thou wenteſt out, lebold, thy way became hedged up, and. 
the T horny-Natwre gat up in thee, and ſo thou art debarred and fenced 
ext from enjoying thy former Rate z'Sin being entered, Death ſoon fol- 
lows. Oh.rcemembes Sampſon, who when he had diſcloſed the token of 
a Nazarite,in, Which ſtate be Rood in Covenantwith God; yet thought 
to have ſhaken himſelf, and to. bave gone forth in his (trength as at 
other times, but was miſtaken, Judg. 16, 20, for the Lord was departed 
from him, though he knew it not, And ſo, though thou halt known the 
Lords preſence and power in thy Veſſel, yet take heed of letting in that 
treacherous ſpiritzto lead thee to unfaithfulneſs,and to betray the leaſt 
of his Truſts and Teſtimonies committed to thee, thought it be but for 
once,for thereby thou wilt render thy ſelf unworthy to be found a Wit- 
neſs of his Power another time ; for the Lord will leave that Veſlel, 
and often doth, and choaſeth other Veſlels to qaanifeRt himſelf in, that 
will be more true and faithful, | 

So, dear Friends, in ttueand tender Love I have laid theſe things 
before you, that yemight all be ſtirred up and provoked to Love, and 
to good Works, thatye-might abound in the grace. committed to you; 
and none of you who bave known the Truth, might be entangled with 
the Wiles of your ſubtile enemy ; and that you that have begun well, 
might not loſe the things that ye have wrought,. but might perſevere 
in well-doing tillye haye finiſhed your courſe in peace. And Friends, 
this is the joy and delight of thoſe that labour amang you-in the we 
an 
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and hereby is our hand PE and our hearts refreſhed, when 
wedo find ye ſuch as we defite ye ſhould be, even Redfaſt in the Truth; 
and then alſo do you find us to you-ward, iuch as ye defire we ſhould 
be, even a refreſhing in the fellowſhip of life unto you, and our God 
comforts us together, in the mutual joy and comfort of his holy Spitir, 
working in us and you, 


And Friends, I am the more drawn forth at this time to vi- 
fit you with an Epiltle, becauſe the Lord hath given me ſome 
fight of his great and dreadful Day, and Workings in it which 
is at hand, and greatly haſtens, of which 1 have lomething to 
ſay unto you, that ye may be prepared to ſtand in his day, and 
may behold his wonderous Working among his Enemies, and 
have fellowſhip with his Power therein, and may not be diſ- 
mayed nor driven away inthe tempeſt, which will be grear. 

And as concerning thoſe ſucceeding times, the Spirit of the 
Lord hath ſignified that they will be times of horror and a- 
mazement, to all that have, and yet do reje& his Counſel : 
for as the dayes of his forbearance, warning and inviting, have 
been long, ſo ſhall his appearance, amongft thoſe that have 
withſtood him,be fierce and terrible ; even ſo terrible, as who 
ſhall abide his coming ? for the Lord will work both ſecretly 
and openly, and his Arm ſhall be maniteſt to his Children in 
both, = 

fecretly he ſhall raiſe up a continual fretting anguiſh a. 
movgſt his Enemies, one againſt another, ſo that being vex- 
ed and tormented inwardly, they ſhall ſeek to make each 
other miſerable, and delight therein for a little ſeaſon ; and 
then the Prevailer muſt be prevailed over, and the digger of 
the Pit muſt fall therein 3 and the coufidence that men have 
had one in another ſhall fail, and they will beguile and betray 
one another, both by counfel and ftrength ; and as they have 
banded themſelves to break you, whom God hath gathered, 
ſo ſhall they band themſelves againſt one another , to break, 


to ſpoil, aud deſtroy one another ; and thorow the multi- 
rude 
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t:ide of their treacheries, all -_ or belie!, upon the account 
of their ſolemn engagement, ſhall fail ; ſo that tew men ſhall 
count themſelves, or what is theirs, fate in the hand of his 
Friend , who hath not choſen his fafety and friendſhip in 
the pure Light of the unchangable Truth of God ; and %ll 
the ſecret counſels of the ungodly ſtall be brought to nought, 
ſometimes by the means- ot ſome of chemſelyes, and ſome- 
times by impoſhbilicies-lying in theic way, which ſhall make 
their hearts tail gf ever accompliſhing what they have decermi- 
ped; andin this ſtate ſhall men fret themſelves for a ſeaſon, 
and ſhall not be able to ſee the'hand that tarns againſt chem, 
but ſhall curn-to fight againſt one thing,and another, & a third 
_rhing,-and ſhall ſtagger, and reel in Counſel 2nd Judgment,as 
drunken men that- know not where co find the way to reſt; 
and when they do.yet ſtjr themſelves up againſt the holy Peo- 
pie, and againſt the holy Covenant of Light, and them that 
walk-in ir, they. ſhall but the more be contounded ; for they 
ſhall be helped with a lictle help, which all che ungodly ſhall . 
not hinder them of, toawit, theſecret Arm o! the Lord, main- 
taining their Cauſe, and raiſing up a Witneſs in the very hearts 
| of their Adverſavies to plead their:Innocency 3 
Jja.8. and this ſhall make them yet the more to vex 
themſelves,and to go thorow, hard-beſtead ; tor 
when-they ſhall look upward to their Religion, to their Power, 
Policy, or Preferments, or Friendſhips, or whatſoever ei!- 
- they hadtruſted in, andxelied upon, they ſhall haye caule to 
curſe it ; and when they look downwards to the Effects pro- 
duced by all thoſe things, .behold, thenitrouble, aud horrout, 
and vexation takes hold on them, and drives them to dark- 
neis z and having no help but what is Earthly, and being out 
of the knowledge of-the mighty overturning Power of the 
Lord God Almighty, they ſhall diſpair and wear out their 
dayes with anguiſh ; . and befides all this, te, terrible hand of 
theLord is, and ſhall be openly maniteſt againſt this ungodly 
Gene- 
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Generation,by bringing. Yb. and terrible Judgments and 
- Plagues upon them, tumbling down all thipgs in which their 
Pride and Glory ſtood, - and overturning, overturning, even 
the Foundacians- of their ſtrength 3- yea, the | 
Lord will lay waſte the Mountain of the ungod- Nabum. 3. 
ly, and the Rfengrh-of the fenced City ſhall 12, 23, 
fail,and when meu ſhall fay,We will take refuge wy 
inthem, they -ſhallbþecome but a Snare, and there ſhall the 
Sword devour 3 andwhen they ſhall ſay, We will go into the 
Field, and put truſt in the Number and (yurage of dur Souldiers, 
they ſhall both be taken away-3- and this evil alſo wit come of 
the Lord, aud his Hand -will be ſtretched -out ilk and ſhall 
bring Confuſion upon- Confuſion, - Ruige upon Ruine, and 
War upon War ; and the hearts-of men ſhall be ſtirred in 
them, and the Nations ſhall be as Waters, - into which a Tem- 
peſt, a ſwift Whirlwind is eocered, and even as Waves,ſwell up 
tothe diſſolution one of another, and breaking-one of ano- 
ther, ſo ſhall che ſwellings of People be : And becauſe of the 
hardſhip and-ſoxrow of thoſe dayes, many ſhall ſeek and de- 
fire Death rather than Life, - | 

Ah my hezrtrelents and is moved within mein the ſence of 
theſe things, and much more than I can Write or Declare, 
which the-Lord will do inthe Earth, and will alſo make haite 
to accompliſh among the Sons of Men, that they may know 
and confeſs, That the Moſt High doth Rale tn the Kyngdoms of 
Men, and pulleth down and. ſetteth up according to bis own Wilk 3 
And this ſpall men. do before ſeven times F over them, and 
ſhall be coutent to give their glory unto bim that fits in Hea- 
Ven. 
Bur, Oh Friends, white all theſe things are working, and 
bringing ro-paſs, repoſe ye your ſelves.in the Munition of that | 
Rock, t al theſe ſhakings ſhall not move, even in the know- 


ledge and feeling of. the eternal Power of God,::keeping you + 
lubjeQly giyen up to his-Heaveuly Will; and feet it _— | 
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kill and mortifie that which remains in'any-of you , which 
is of this World ; for the worldly part in any, is the chang- 
able part, and thatis up and down, full and. empty, joytul 
and forrowful,” as things- go welt or ill in the* World : For as 
the Truth is but one, and many are made partakers of its 
Spirir ;ſo the World is but one, and many are partakers of the 
ſpirit of it : and fo many as do partake of ir, ſo many will be 
ſtraitned and perplexed with it; but they who are fingle to 
the Truth, waiting daily to feel the Life and Virtue of it in 
their hearts, theſe ſhall rejoyce in the middeft of Adverſity; 
theſe ſhall not have their hearts moved with fear, nor tofled 
with anguiſh becauſe of evil tydings, P/a/. 112, 7, 8. Be- 
cauſe that which fixeth them remains with chem : Theſe ſhall 
know their enterance with the Bridegroom, and ſo be kept 
from ſorrow, though his coming be with a noiſe ; -and when 
a midnight is come upon mans glory, yet they being ready 
and prepared, it will be well with them ; and having a true 
ſence of thePower working in themſelyes they cannot buthave 
Unity and Fellowſhip with the works of it in the Earth, and 
will not at all murmur againſt whatis, nor wiſh nor will what 
is not to be ; theſe will be at reſt cill the Indignation paſſerh 
over, and theſe, having no Defign to carry on, nor no Party 
to promote in the Earth, cannot pofſibly be defeated nor dil- 
appointed in their undertakings, 

And when you fee Diviſions, and Parties, and Rendings in 
the Bowels of Nations, and Rumors and Tempeſts in the 
Minds of People, then take heed of being moved to this 
party or tothat party, or giving your ſtrength to this or that, 
or counſelling this way or that way 3 but ſtand fingle to the 
Truth of God, in which neither War,' Rentnor Diviſion is; 
ad take heed -of that part in any .of you, which truſts and 
relies upon, any ſort of the Men of this World, in the da 
of their Proſperity ; for the ſame part ' will Bring yo to ſut- 
fer with them in the time of their- Adverſity, which will not 
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be long after ;* for Rabſlity if -f Srount'thers wil be 
none, but when they ſhall ſay, Come-joyne with us 11 this or 

that, remember you are joyned t6-the Lord by his pure 
Spirit, ro” walk with him'iu' Peace. and m- Righteouſneſs; 
and you teelitig- this, - this gathers'out of! all Buſlings, and 
Noiſes, and Parties, and Tumutts 5 andleads you to:exalt 
the Standard of truth and Righteouſneſs, in an innocent 
Converſation, toſee who will low uatb'thac ; and this ſhall 
be a refuge tor many of the weary, toffed. aud afflicted 
ones, in thoſe dayes, and a Shelter for many whoſe day is 
hot yer Over, , | 

' So, Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, who haye be 
lieved and known the blefled appearance of the Truth, let 
nor your hearts be troubled at. none- of theſe things 3 .oh ter 
not the things that are at preſent, ior things that are yerto 
come, move you from ſtedfaftneſs, but rather double.-yone 
Diligence, Zeal and Faichtulneſs to the Cauſe of God : for 
they thar know the Work wrought in themſelves, they 
ſhall reſt in the day of trouble,Yea,/ though - : | 

the Figetree fail, nd the 'Vine brings not -Hab.' 3, 
forth, and the labour of the Olive -tree ceaſ= 16, 17, 
eth,and the Fields yeeld no meat 5 and Sheep 

be cut off from the Fold, 'and there be no Bullock 1 the Stall 7 
Yet then mayeſt thou rejoyce inthe Lord,. and ſing prarferto the 
God of thy Salvation. | | . 

And how near theſe dayes areto this poor Nation, few 
knows ; and therefore the Cry of the Lord is very loud 
unto its Inhabirans, through his Servants and Meffengers, 
that they. would, prjzetheir crime while they haveir leſt chey 
be overturned, waſted and laid deſolate before they are a- 
ware ; and before deftruction come upon them, and there 
be no remedy, as ic hath already done upon many, Ion 
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Oh LONDON, :LONDON, {that chou and thy 
Rulers would have confidered, hearkened and heard, in 
the Day of chy Warnings and Invitations-and not have per. 
fited in thy Rebellion, till the Lord was moved againſt 
thee, tocutoff the Thouſands, and Multicudes from thy 
', Streets, and the —_— and throngings of People trom 

' thy Gates, and then to deftroy and ruine thy Streers alſo, 
and lay deſolate thy Gates, when chou thoughteſt to have 
repleniſhed them again, 


' And, Ohfaich my ſoul, that thy Inhabicance would yer 
be warned and perſwaded to Repent and Turn to the 
Lord, by putting away every one the evil that is in their 
hearts, againſt che Truth in your ſelves, and agaiuſt thoſe 
chat walk in it 3 before a greater Deſolation and Deſtruction 
overtake you. 


Oh what ſhall I ſay to prevail with London, and with its 
Inhabitants ! The Lord hath Called aloud, he hath Roared 
out of Zon unto them, but many of 'thera have not heark- 
ened at all, nor conſideded at all, 


Well, Ob my friends, (and thou, oh my Soul) returnto 
your reſt, dwell in the Pavillisn of the Houſe of your God, 
and my God, and ſhelter your felyes under the ſhadow of 
his Wings, where ye ſhall be Witneſſes of his Doings, and 
fee his STR ANG A CT brought to paſs, and ſhall not 
be hurt therewith, nor diſmayed, 


' Oh my Friends, inthe bowels of dear and tender Love 
have I ſignified theſe chings unto you, that ye might ftand 
Armed with the whole Armor of God, Cloathed in Righte 

E | ouſnels 
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euſneſs, and your Feet. ſhod with the Preparation of the 
Goſpel of Peace : and freely given up in all things, to the 
diſpoſing of the Lord, who will deliver us, not by Might, 
nor by Sword, nor ſpear, but by his own eternal inviſible 
Arm, will he yer ſave us and deliver us, and gethimſelfa 
Nane by preſerving of us ; and we ſhall yer liveto praiſe 
him, who isworthy of Glory, of Honoor and Renown, 
from che rifing of che Sun, to the ſetting of che ſame, now 
aud for ever, Amen, Amen, faith my foul 
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Dear Friends and Brethren, 


Have ſomething farther in my heart to communicate unts 
[ you, in dear and tender Love, and en deſire of your pre- 
{ervation out of the Snares of your Adverſary 3 And that 
ir, to exhort you all to awell in the pure Judgement of the 
Truth, which u a defence upon your Glory 3 and let none be- 
reave you of thus under any pretence whatſoever, but as you 
come to arrue feeling of the Life in your ſelves; to nbich a- 
lone the certain Judgment appertaineth ; So let this Life have 
freedom, and (top it not from Judging all that which ts at 
enmity with the Liſe, -and tends to the hurting the true Plant of 
God, for 1 have ſcen a harm hath come to many who bath = 
C 2 te 
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ted with their Judgment,and ſo have become ungrmed, and 
the Enemy hath prevailed upon them, (under a pretended ten- 
dernefs) to - perintt 'or ſuffer fuch things as were hurtful to 
thempelves br others; and though the Lord had' groen- them 
Jatyment and diſcermup inthe matter, yet Rwy, 
that gift, and ſo by little and little became beguiled, 


Ol dear Friends! conſider thefe dayes are perrilous timer, 
and it u needful for-eveky one to watch in'that ſane Eternal 
Light to which you were firſt turned, that by its Righteous 
Judgement ye may be preſerved from every thing in your 
ſelves that appears contrary to that precious Life of which you 
have taſted ; And when you have ſo done, then to take heed 
that the Enemy do not dethat by gn Inſirument which (through 
your watsbfulneſs in tbe Doghs } hecould not do without ; and 
all bexrare of that affefted tenderneſs, that cries out, Be ten- 
derto all, and pray for all, and mind the good in all, and 
love all, and judge none, but leaye Judgement to God, 
&c. I ſay, feed not the plauſible words of that Spirit, 
which being guilty, to ſave its own kead from a firoke, would 
bereave you of your Judgement which God hath pruen you; 
and is imaced truly his Fudgement, and u to be Adminiſtred wn 
bu Wiſdom -and Power, for the tleanſing and keeping clean hy 
Santtuary ; for ſuch as haue n) judgment in their goings, a' 
they that knows not the true way of Peace,but makes them crook- 
ed Paths, he that goeth in them ſball not know Peace, //a. 
59. 8. | 

' But ſome may fay, Was not Chriſt meek and lowly ? and 
ought not all to be like unto him 7 

'Tus true my Friends, but there ts a difference between the 

Seeds Suffering and «ts Retgning, and there 1 times for them 
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bith ; and when it doth pleaſe God to pernat the Hour and © 
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Power of Darkneſs in the open Pe;ſecutors, to exalt it felf as 
gainſt his Seed and People, by Perſecution, or ſuch like 3 they 
are led by his Spirit to appear in Meekneſs and Quietneſs, ar 
a Sheep before the Sheerer, But what ts this to ſuffering 'badl 
and perverfe Spirits,that appears under pretence of the Trith, 
and yet are out of the Truth, and Enemaes to its preſherity, 

riving to exalt and ſet up anotler thing mſtead of the Truth ? 
Such as theſe the Lord doth not require you to uſe onely Patis 
ence and Meekneſs towards ; but if that will not reclaim thenr, 
they muſt know the } udgement of the Truth, and you int muſt 
ſtand over them 5 for m this caſe, the day of the exaltation of 
{vriſt 1s come, and God ts Crowning Truth with Dominion over 
every falſe Spirit, and corrupt praftice thereof. 

And therefore aear Friends , eye the Lord in his goings 
forth, and as you feel his Life in yo to witneſi againſt any 
evikand corrupt thing or prattice, uſe plainneſs, and keep ſin- 
cerity, and turn not judgement backward; for that which i 
unwilling tobe judged, and crics out, Judge none, leave all 
ro God, &c, the ſame will take upon it bath to Judge and rule, 
but not tin the Wiſdom off God 3 and thoſe that try out fo much 
for Tenderneſs, and avainſt Truths Fudgement, the ſame are 
molt dangerous tobe drawn out from the patient ſuffering in 
the Spirit of (hriſt Jeſus, when they ought to appear in the 
moſt Meekneſs , and to appear rough and wrathful in the 
ſtriving and fighting Nature 5 and are moſt apt to be tempted 
into a Spirit of Revenge, as hath been ſeen by ſad expert- 
ence; fer they that looſe the exerciſe of that by which all ſhould 
keep Dominton over deceit, they looſe that ſtrength by which 
they ho.ld be enabled to ſuffer all things for the ſake of Chrilt 

eſus, : 
So dear Friends, in that which keeps out the Defiler and the 
Betrayer, all wait upon the Lord, that you may have your Ar- 
mour 
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mour 0n, andbe fortified with the Strength, with the Might- 
and with the Fudgements of God, and keep that under in every 
plate , which under pretence of tenderueſs and forbearance, 
would make void the Teſtimony of Truth, or _ the offence of 
the Croſs to ceaſe tn any thing where you have been inſtrufted 
from the beginning, that the Lord may behold and ſee juaye- 
ment eſtabliſhed, and be pleaſed, Iſa.59. The Lord looked, 
and there was no Judgement, and it diſpleaſed him ; Foy 
thereby deceit got up, which with it x5 to be kept down. 


So the Lord God of Power and Wiſdom pre, 
ſerve you faithful, and fitted for every good | 
Word-and Work ; the Strong to watch o- 
ver the Weak, in fingleneſs ; and the Weak 
to be ſubje&rto the Strong in the Lord, that 
ſo the pure Plant of Righteouſneſs and 
Truth may grow in and among you all, to: | 
his Praiſe that hath called you : To whom } 
be Glory and Honour for ever, Amen. 


Go Þe 


